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(57) ABSTRACT

A system, computer program product and method for
dynamically digesting one or more user notifications based at
least in part on one or more rules are disclosed. In some
implementations, the system includes a notification receiver
module, a rule application module and a notification digestion
module. The notification receiver module receives notifica-
tions including a first notification. The rule application mod-
ule obtains rules for determining a send condition including a
delay time and a maximum delay time, sets the delay time and
the max delay time, determines whether another notification
is received within the delay time, resets the delay time respon-
sive to another notification being received within the delay
time, and repeats the determination and delay time reset until
a send condition occurs. The notification digestion module,
responsive to the send condition occurring, digests the noti-
fication(s) received prior to the send condition and sends a
digested notification to the user.

20 Claims, 7 Drawing Sheets
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USER NOTIFICATION DIGESTION

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of and claims priority to
U.S. application Ser. No. 13/646,358, filed Oct. 5, 2012, titled
“User Notification Digestion,” which claims the benefit under
35 U.S.C. §119(e) of U.S. Patent Application No. 61/663,
277, entitled “User Notification Digestion” filed Jun. 22,
2012, the entire contents of which are incorporated herein by
reference.

BACKGROUND

Online businesses and services may send account owners
notifications. For example, social networking sites may send
an account owner notifications when a user interacts with data
associated with the account owner. However, sending each
notification individually to the account owner may inconve-
nience the account owner, for example, by filling the account
owner’s inbox. Systems have been developed to reduce the
number of notifications received by an account owner using
fixed notification schedules. For example, sending a summary
of the notifications to the user once a week at a fixed time.

However, a first problem with the current systems is that a
notification for an interaction just after the summary is sent
must wait almost an entire week to be received by the account
owner, which may be too long for the notification be relevant
oruseful. A second problem is that different notification types
may have different shelf lives and different account owners
may desire to receive notifications more or less frequently.
More specifically, the current systems do not dynamically
digest one or more user notifications based at least in part on
one or more rules.

SUMMARY

The specification relates to online user notification.

According to one innovative aspect of the subject matter
described in this disclosure, a computer program product
comprises a non-transitory computer readable medium
encoding instructions that, in response to execution by a
computing device, cause the computing device to perform
operations comprising receiving a first notification; obtaining
rules for determining a send condition, wherein the rules
include a delay time and a maximum delay time; setting the
delay time and the max delay time; determining whether
another notification is received within the delay time; reset-
ting the delay time responsive to the another notification
being received within the delay time; repeating the determi-
nation and delay time reset until one or more of the notifica-
tion send conditions occur, wherein the notification send con-
dition is one or more of the max delay time being reached and
the another notification not being received within the delay
time; and responsive to the send condition occurring, digest-
ing the notification(s) received prior to the send condition and
sending a digested notification to an account owner, wherein
the digested notification includes information based at least in
part on the notification(s) received prior to the send condition.

In general, another innovative aspect of the subject matter
described in this disclosure may be embodied in methods that
include receiving a first notification; obtaining rules for deter-
mining a send condition, wherein the rules include a delay
time and a maximum delay time; setting the delay time and
the max delay time; determining whether another notification
is received within the delay time; resetting the delay time
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responsive to the another notification being received within
the delay time; repeating the determination and delay time
reset until one or more of the notification send conditions
occur, wherein the notification send condition is one or more
of the max delay time being reached and the another notifi-
cation not being received within the delay time; and respon-
sive to the send condition occurring, digesting the notifica-
tion(s) received prior to the send condition and sending a
digested notification to an account owner, wherein the
digested notification includes information based at least in
part on the notification(s) received prior to the send condition.

Other aspects include corresponding methods, systems,
apparatus, and computer program products.” or “Other imple-
mentations of one or more of these aspects include corre-
sponding systems, apparatus, and computer programs, con-
figured to perform the actions of the methods, encoded on
computer storage devices.

These and other implementations may each optionally
include one or more of the following features. Determining
the notification type of the first notification and that the
another notification has the same notification type as the first
notification. The one or more of the rules are based at least in
part on the type of notification. Determining that the first
notification is one or more of a high frequency and bursty
notification type, and the another notification is determined to
have the same notification type as the first notification. One or
more of the rules are dynamic. One or more of the rules is
determined based at least in part on the account owner’s user
type. The user type is automatically determined. The user
type is self-selected by the account owner. One or more of the
rules is determined based at least in part on a preference. One
or more of the rules are based at least in part on the account
owner’s notification settings. One or more of the rules are
based at least in part on a quiet period. The digested notifica-
tion includes a summary of the notification(s) received prior
to the send condition. The digested notification is sent via one
or more of e-mail, SMS text and a push notification.

Advantages of the disclosure may include the dynamic
digestion of one or more notifications which may result in
fewer notifications being received by an account owner. The
features and advantages described herein are not all-inclusive
and many additional features and advantages will be apparent
in view of the figures and description. Moreover, it should be
noted that the language used in the specification has been
principally selected for readability and instructional pur-
poses, and not to limit the scope of the subject matter dis-
closed herein.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The implementations are illustrated by way of example,
and not by way of limitation in the figures of the accompa-
nying drawings in which like reference numerals are used to
refer to similar elements.

FIG. 1 a block diagram illustrating an example of a system
for dynamically digesting one or more user.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating an example of a
computing device.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating an example of a
notification module.

FIG. 4 illustrates example notification timelines and opera-
tions of the notification module according some implemen-
tations.

FIG. 5 is a flow chart illustrating an example method for
dynamically digesting one or more user notifications.

FIG. 6 is a flow chart illustrating another example method
for dynamically digesting one or more user notifications.
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FIG. 7 is a block diagram illustrating an example storage
device storing one or more rules on a storage device in the
system.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

A system and method for dynamically digesting one or
more user notifications based at least in part on one or more
rules are described. In the following description, for purposes
of'explanation, numerous specific details are set forth in order
to provide a thorough understanding of the implementations.
It will be apparent, however, that the implementations can be
practiced without these specific details. In other instances,
structures and devices are shown in block diagram form in
order to avoid obscuring the implementations. For example,
some implementations are described below with reference to
user interfaces and particular hardware. However, the present
implementations apply to any type of computing device that
can receive data and commands, and any peripheral devices
providing services.

Reference in the specification to “some implementations”
or “an implementation” means that a particular feature, struc-
ture, or characteristic described in connection with the imple-
mentation is included in at least some implementations. The
appearances of the phrase “in some implementations” in vari-
ous places in the specification are not necessarily all referring
to the same implementation.

Some portions of the detailed descriptions that follow are
presented in terms of algorithms and symbolic representa-
tions of operations on data bits within a computer memory.
These algorithmic descriptions and representations are the
means used by those skilled in the data processing arts to most
effectively convey the substance of their work to others
skilled in the art. An algorithm is here, and generally, con-
ceived to be a self consistent sequence of steps leading to a
desired result. The steps are those requiring physical manipu-
lations of physical quantities. Usually, though not necessarily,
these quantities take the form of electrical or magnetic signals
capable of being stored, transferred, combined, compared,
and otherwise manipulated. It has proven convenient at times,
principally for reasons of common usage, to refer to these
signals as bits, values, elements, symbols, characters, terms,
numbers or the like.

It should be borne in mind, however, that all of these and
similar terms are to be associated with the appropriate physi-
cal quantities and are merely convenient labels applied to
these quantities. Unless specifically stated otherwise as
apparent from the following discussion, it is appreciated that
throughout the description, discussions utilizing terms
including, for example, “processing” or “computing” or “cal-
culating” or “determining” or “displaying” or the like, referto
the action and processes of a computer system, or similar
electronic computing device, that manipulates and trans-
forms data represented as physical (electronic) quantities
within the computer system’s registers and memories into
other data similarly represented as physical quantities within
the computer system memories or registers or other such
information storage, transmission or display devices.

The present implementations also relate to an apparatus for
performing the operations herein. This apparatus may be
specially constructed for the required purposes, or it may
include a general-purpose computer selectively activated or
reconfigured by a computer program stored in the computer.
Such a computer program may be stored in a computer read-
able storage medium, including, but not limited to, any type of
disk including floppy disks, optical disks, CD-ROMs, and
magnetic disks, read-only memories (ROMs), random access
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memories (RAMs), EPROMs, EEPROMs, magnetic or opti-
cal cards, flash memories including USB keys with non-
volatile memory or any type of media suitable for storing
electronic instructions, each coupled to a computer system
bus.

The implementations can take the form of an entirely hard-
ware implementation, an entirely software implementation or
an implementation containing both hardware and software
elements. An exemplary implementation is implemented in
software, which includes but is not limited to firmware, resi-
dent software, microcode, etc.

Furthermore, the implementations can take the form of a
computer program product accessible from a computer-us-
able or computer-readable medium providing program code
for use by or in connection with a computer or any instruction
execution system. For the purposes of this description, a
computer-usable or computer readable medium can be any
apparatus that can contain, store, communicate, propagate, or
transport the program for use by or in connection with the
instruction execution system, apparatus, or device.

A data processing system suitable for storing and/or
executing program code will include at least one processor
coupled directly or indirectly to memory elements through a
system bus. The memory elements can include local memory
employed during actual execution of the program code, bulk
storage, and cache memories which provide temporary stor-
age of at least some program code in order to reduce the
number of times code must be retrieved from bulk storage
during execution.

Input/output or /O devices (including but not limited to
keyboards, displays, pointing devices, etc.) can be coupled to
the system either directly or through intervening I/O control-
lers.

Network adapters may also be coupled to the system to
enable the data processing system to become coupled to other
data processing systems or remote printers or storage devices
through intervening private or public networks. Modems,
cable modem and Ethernet cards are just a few of the currently
available types of network adapters.

Finally, the algorithms and displays presented herein are
not inherently related to any particular computer or other
apparatus. Various general-purpose systems may be used
with programs in accordance with the teachings herein, or it
may prove convenient to construct more specialized appara-
tus to perform the required method steps. The required struc-
ture for a variety of these systems will appear from the
description below. In addition, the present implementations
are not described with reference to any particular program-
ming language. It will be appreciated that a variety of pro-
gramming languages may be used to implement the teachings
of the implementations as described herein.

FIG. 1 illustrates a block diagram of a system 100 for
dynamically digesting one or more user notifications based at
least in part on one or more rules according to some imple-
mentations. The illustrated system 100 includes user devices
115a, 1155, and 115# (also referred to collectively as user
devices 115 or individually as user device 115) that are
accessed by users 125a, 1255, and 125# (also referred to
collectively as users 125 or individually as user 125), an
application server 101, a search server 180, an e-mail server
123 and a third party server 107. In the illustrated implemen-
tation, these entities are communicatively coupled via a net-
work 105. Although only three user devices 115 are illus-
trated, any number of user devices 115 are available to any
number of users 125.

The userdevices 115 in FIG. 1 are used by way of example.
While FIG. 1 illustrates three user devices 115, the present
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specification applies to any system architecture having one or
more user devices 115. Furthermore, while only one network
105 is coupled to the user devices 115, the application server
101, the search server 180, the e-mail server 123 and the third
party server 107, in practice any number of networks 105 can
be connected to the entities. Furthermore, while only one
third party server 107 is shown, the system 100 can include
any number of third party servers 107.

Although only one application server 101 is shown, it will
be recognized that multiple servers may be present. In some
implementations, the application server 101 includes, or is
included within, a social network. A social network may be
any type of social structure where the users are connected by
a common feature. Examples include, but are not limited to,
blogs, microblogs and Internet forums. The common feature
includes friendship, family, a common interest, etc.

In some implementations, a notification module 220q is
included in the application server 101 and is operable on the
application server 101, which is connected to the network 105
via signal line 104. In some implementations, the notification
module 22056 is included in the third party application server
107 and is operable on the third party application server 107,
which is connected to the network 105 via signal line 106. In
some implementations, the notification module 220c¢ is
included in the e-mail server 123 and is operable on the e-mail
server 123, which is connected to the network 105 via signal
line 144. In some implementations, a user authentication
module (not shown) may be included in the search server 180
and is operable on the search server 180, which is connected
to the network 105 via signal line 142. It will be recognized
that the notification module 220a/2205/220c¢ (referred to gen-
erally as the notification module 220) can be stored in any
combination on the servers and user devices 115. In some
implementations the notification module 220 includes mul-
tiple, distributed modules that cooperate with each other to
perform the functions described below. Details describing the
functionality and components of the notification module 220
are explained in further detail below with regard to FIG. 3.

The network 105 enables communications between user
devices 115, the application server 101, the user application
servers 130, the search server 180, the e-mail server 123 and
the third party application 107 server. Thus, the network 105
can include links using technologies including, for example,
Wi-Fi, Wi-Max, 2G, Universal Mobile Telecommunications
System (UMTS), 3G, Ethernet, 802.11, integrated services
digital network (ISDN), digital subscriber line (DSL), asyn-
chronous transfer mode (ATM), InfiniBand, PCI Express
Advanced Switching, etc. Similarly, the networking proto-
cols used on the network 105 can include the transmission
control protocol/Internet protocol (TCP/IP), multi-protocol
label switching (MPLS), the User Datagram Protocol (UDP),
the hypertext transport protocol (HT'TP), the simple mail
transfer protocol (SMTP), the file transter protocol (FTP),
lightweight directory access protocol (LDAP), Code Division
Multiple Access (CDMA), Wideband Code Division Mul-
tiple Access (WCDMA), Global System for Mobile commu-
nications (GSM), High-Speed Downlink Packet Access (HS-
DPA), etc. The data exchanged over the network 105 can be
represented using technologies and/or formats including the
hypertext markup language (HTML), the extensible markup
language (XML), etc. In addition, all or some of links can be
encrypted using conventional encryption technologies, for
example, the secure sockets layer (SSL.), Secure HTTP and/or
virtual private networks (VPNs) or Internet Protocol security
(IPsec). In some implementations, the entities can use custom
and/or dedicated data communications technologies instead
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of, or in addition to, the ones described above. Depending
upon the implementation, the network 105 can also include
links to other networks.

In some implementations, the network 105 is a partially
public or a wholly public network, for example, the Internet.
The network 105 can also be a private network or include one
or more distinct or logical private networks (e.g., virtual
private networks, Wide Area Networks (“WAN”) and/or
Local Area Networks (“LLAN™)). Additionally, the communi-
cation links to and from the network 105 can be wireline or
wireless (i.e., terrestrial or satellite-based transceivers). In
some implementations, the network 105 is an IP-based wide
or metropolitan area network.

In some implementations, the network 105 helps to form a
set of online relationships between users 125, for example,
those provided by one or more social networking systems
including explicitly-defined relationships and relationships
implied by social connections with other online users, where
the relationships form a social graph. In some examples, the
social graph can reflect a mapping of these users and how they
are related.

In the illustrated implementation, the user devices 115a,
1155 and 1157 are coupled to the network 105 via signal lines
108, 112 and 114, respectively. The user 125a can interact
with the user device 1154 as illustrated by signal line 116.
Similarly, the user 1255 can interact with the user device 1156
asillustrated by signal line 118, and the user 125 can interact
with the user device 115z as illustrated by signal line 120. The
third party application server 107 is communicatively
coupled to the network 105 via signal line 106. The e-mail
server 123 is communicatively coupled to the network 105 via
signal line 144. The search server 180 is communicatively
coupled to the network 105 via signal line 142. The applica-
tion server 101 is communicatively coupled to the network
105 via signal line 104. In some implementations, the appli-
cation server 101 is communicatively coupled to data storage
110 via signal line 102.

In some implementations, the data storage 110 stores data
and information associated with one or more rules relevant to
digesting one or more notifications. For example, the data
storage 110 stores one or more of a rule, a notification type
based rule, a user type based rule, etc. In some implementa-
tions, the data storage 110 stores data and information of each
user 125 of the application server 101. In some implementa-
tions, the stored data and information includes information
and data associated with one or more of the user type of each
user 125 and each user’s user settings (e.g. notification set-
tings, which may include one or more rules). In some imple-
mentations, which is discussed below, a storage device 214
(see FIG. 2) is included in the application server 101 (i.e., a
computing device 200) and the storage device 214 stores the
data and information discussed above in reference to the data
storage 110.

In some implementations, the user device 115 is an elec-
tronic device having a web browser (not shown) for interact-
ing with the various servers 101, 107, 123, 180 and user
devices 115 of the system 100 via the network 105 and is used
by a user 125 to access information in the system 100. The
user device 115 can be, for example, a laptop computer, a
desktop computer, a tablet computer, a mobile telephone, a
personal digital assistant (PDA), a mobile email device, a
portable game player, a portable music player or any other
electronic device capable of accessing a network. It will be
recognized that other types of client devices 115 are possible.
In some implementations, the system 100 includes a combi-
nation of different types of client devices 115. For example, a
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combination of a personal computer, a mobile phone and a
tablet computer. The user 125 is a human user of the user
device 115.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a computing device 200
according to some implementations. As illustrated in FIG. 2,
the computing device 200 includes a network adapter 202
coupled to a bus 204. According to some implementations,
also coupled to the bus 204 are at least one processor 206, a
memory 208, a graphics adapter 210, an input device 212 and
a storage device 214. In some implementations, the memory
208 includes a notification module 220 and an optional social
network module 209. In some implementations, the function-
ality of the bus 204 is provided by an interconnecting chipset.
The computing device 200 also includes a display 218, which
is coupled to the graphics adapter 210.

The processor 206 may be any general-purpose processor.
The processor 206 includes an arithmetic logic unit, a micro-
processor, a general purpose controller or some other proces-
sor array to perform computations and execute code and
routines. The processor 206 is coupled to the bus 204 for
communication with the other components of the computing
device 200. Processor 206 processes data signals and may
include various computing architectures including a complex
instruction set computer (CISC) architecture, a reduced
instruction set computer (RISC) architecture, or an architec-
ture implementing a combination of instruction sets.
Although only a single processor is shown in FIG. 2, multiple
processors may be included. The processing capability may
be limited to supporting the display of images and the capture
and transmission of images. The processing capability might
be enough to perform more complex tasks, including various
types of feature extraction and sampling. The computing
device 200 also includes an operating system executable by
the processor including but not limited to WINDOWS®,
MacOS X, Android or UNIX® based operating systems. It
will be recognized that other processors, operating systems,
sensors, displays and physical configurations are possible.

The memory 208 is a non-transitory storage medium. The
memory 208 holds instructions and/or data that may be
executed by the processor 206. In some implementations, the
instructions and/or data stored on the memory 208 include
code for performing any and/or all of the techniques
described herein. The memory 208 may be a dynamic random
access memory (DRAM) device, a static random access
memory (SRAM) device, flash memory or some other
memory device known in the art. In some implementations,
the memory 208 also includes a non-volatile memory or
similar permanent storage device and media, for example, a
hard disk drive, a floppy disk drive, a CD-ROM device, a
DVD-ROM device, a DVD-RAM device, a DVD-RW device,
a flash memory device, or some other mass storage device
known in the art for storing information on a more permanent
basis. The memory 208 is coupled by the bus 204 for com-
munication with the other components of the computing
device 200. In some implementations, the notification mod-
ule 220 is stored in memory 208 and executable by the pro-
cessor 206. In some implementations, the optional social
network module 209 is stored in memory 208 and executable
by the processor 206.

The computing device 200, in some implementations, is an
application server 101. In some implementations, the appli-
cation server 101 contains the social network module 209.
The social network module 209 is software and routines
executable by the processor 206 to control the interaction
between the application server 101, storage device 214 and
the user devices 115. An implementation of the social net-
work module 209 allows users 125 of user devices 115 to
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perform social functions between other users 125 of user
devices 115 within the system 100. In some implementations,
the computing device 200 is an email server 123. In some
implementations, the computing device 200 is a third party
server 107.

The storage device 214 may be any device capable of
holding data, like a hard drive, compact disk read-only
memory (CD-ROM), DVD, or a solid-state memory device.
The storage device 214 is a non-volatile memory device or
similar permanent storage device and media. The storage
device 214 stores data and instructions for processor 208 and
includes one or more devices including a hard disk drive, a
floppy disk drive, a CD-ROM device, a DVD-ROM device, a
DVD-RAM device, a DVD-RW device, a flash memory
device, or some other mass storage device known in the art. In
some implementations, the storage device stores the data and
information discussed above in reference to the data storage
110.

The input device 212 may include a mouse, track ball, or
other type of pointing device to input data into the computing
device 200. The input device 212 may also include a key-
board, for example, a QWERTY keyboard or any other physi-
cal or soft keyboard in any language. The input device 212
may also include a microphone, a web camera or similar
audio or video capture device. The graphics adapter 210
displays images and other information on the display 218.
The display 218 is a conventional type, for example, a liquid
crystal display (LCD) or any other similarly equipped display
device, screen, touchscreen or monitor. The display 218 rep-
resents any device equipped to display electronic images and
data as described herein. The network adapter 202 couples the
computing device 200 to a local or wide area network.

The notification module 220 is code and routines execut-
able by the processor 206 for dynamically digesting one or
more user notifications based at least in part on one or more
rules. In some implementations, the notification module 220
is a set of instructions executable by the processor 206. In
some implementations, the notification module 220 is stored
in the memory 208 and is accessible and executable by the
processor 206. Details describing the functionality and com-
ponents of the notification module 220 are explained in fur-
ther detail below in reference to FIG. 3.

As is known in the art, a computing device 200 can have
different and/or other components than those shown in FIG.
2. For example, the computing device can have speakers or
another form of audio output. In addition, the computing
device 200 can lack certain illustrated components. For
example, in some implementations, the computing device
200 is an application server 101 and lacks an input device 212,
graphics adapter 210 and/or display 218. Moreover, the stor-
age device 214 can be local and/or remote from the comput-
ing device 200 (e.g., a storage area network (SAN)).

As is known in the art, the computing device 200 is adapted
to execute computer program modules for providing the func-
tionality described herein. As used herein, the term “module”
refers to computer program logic utilized to provide the speci-
fied functionality. Thus, a module can be implemented in
hardware, firmware, and/or software. In some implementa-
tions, program modules are stored on the storage device 214,
loaded into the memory 208 and executed by the processor
206.

Implementations of the entities described herein can
include other and/or different modules than the ones
described here. In addition, the functionality attributed to the
modules can be performed by other or different modules in
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other implementations. Moreover, this description occasion-
ally omits the term “module” for purposes of clarity and
convenience.

Referring now to FIG. 3, the notification module 220 is
shown in more detail. FIG. 3 is a block diagram of the noti-
fication module 220 included in a computing device 200 (e.g.,
an application server 101).

In some implementations, the notification module 220
includes a communications interface 302, a notification
receiver module 304, an optional type determination module
306, a rule determination module 308, a rule application
module 310, and a notification digestion module 312.

It will be recognized that the modules 302, 304, 306, 308,
310, 312 included in the notification module 220 are not
necessarily all on the same computing device 200. In some
implementations, the modules 302, 304, 306, 308, 310, 312
are distributed across multiple computing devices 200. For
example, in some implementations, the modules 302, 304,
306, 308 and 310 are included in the application server 101
and the notification digestion module 310 is included in the
e-mail server 123. It will be recognized that the preceding is
just an example of distributing modules across multiple com-
puting devices 200 and that other examples exist.

The communication interface 302 is code and routines for
handling communications between the notification receiver
module 304, the optional type determination module 306
(depending on the implementation), the rule determination
module 308, the rule application module 310, the notification
digestion module 312 and other components of the comput-
ing device 200. In some implementations, the communication
interface 302 is a set of instructions executable by the proces-
sor 206. In some implementations, the communication inter-
face 302 is stored in the memory 208 and is accessible and
executable by the processor 206. In either implementation,
the communication interface 302 is adapted for cooperation
and communication with the processor 206, other compo-
nents of the computing device 200 and other components of
the notification module 220.

The communication interface 302 handles communica-
tions between the notification receiver module 304, the
optional type determination module 306 (depending on the
implementation), the rule determination module 308, the rule
application module 310, the notification digestion module
312 and other components of the computing device 200. For
example, the communication interface 202 communicates
with the rule determination module 308 and the rule applica-
tion module 310 to pass the output of the rule determination
module 308 (i.e., one or more rules) to the rule application
module 310. However, this description may occasionally
omit mention of the communication interface 302 for pur-
poses of clarity and convenience. For example, for purposes
of clarity and convenience, the above scenario may be
described as the rule determination module 308 passing the
rules to the rule application module 310.

The notification receiver module 304 is code and routines
for receiving one or more notifications. In some implemen-
tations, the notification receiver module 304 is a set of instruc-
tions executable by the processor 206. In some implementa-
tions, the notification receiver module 304 is stored in the
memory 208 and is accessible and executable by the proces-
sor 206. In either implementation, the notification receiver
module 304 is adapted for cooperation and communication
with the processor 206, other components of the computing
device 200 and other components of the notification module
220.

The notification receiver module 304 is code and routines
for receiving one or more notifications. In some implemen-
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tations, the notification is received responsive to an action of
auser. Examples of actions of users include but are not limited
to one or more of viewing, posting, indicating approval of,
sharing, tagging, commenting, responding, sending, etc. For
example, assume a user comments on an account owner’s
thread, in some implementations, the notification receiver
module 304 receives a notification directed to the account
owner indicating that the thread was commented on by the
user.

In some implementations, the notification receiver module
304 receives a notification when the notification receiver
module 304 detects an action of a user activity and issues a
notification of the activity. For example, assume the notifica-
tion receiver module 304 detects that a user has commented
on the account owner’s thread and issues a notification, in
some implementations, the notification receiver module 304
detecting and issuing the notification is receiving the notifi-
cation. It will be recognized that the preceding are merely
examples of receiving a notification and that other examples
exist.

In some implementations, the notification receiver module
304 passes the notification to one or more of the optional type
determination module 306 and the notification digestion
module 312. For example, the notification receiver module
304 is communicatively coupled to one or more of the
optional type determination module 306 and the notification
digestion module 312 to send the notification to one or more
of the optional type determination module 306 and the noti-
fication digestion module 312. In some implementations, the
notification receiver module 304 (or the communication
interface 302) stores the notification in the storage device 214
(or any other non-transitory storage medium communica-
tively accessible). The other modules of the notification mod-
ule 220, for example, one or more of the optional type deter-
mination module 306 and the notification digestion module
312 can retrieve the notification by accessing the storage
device 214 (or other non-transitory storage medium).

The optional type determination module 306 is code and
routines for determining a notifications type. In some imple-
mentations, the type determination module 306 is a set of
instructions executable by the processor 206. In some imple-
mentations, the type determination module 306 is stored in
the memory 208 and is accessible and executable by the
processor 206. In either implementation, the type determina-
tion module 306 is adapted for cooperation and communica-
tion with the processor 206, other components of the com-
puting device 200 and other components of the notification
module 220.

In some implementations, the notification has or is associ-
ated with a type occasionally referred to herein as the “type of
notification” or “notification type.” In some implementations,
the notification’s type is determined by the optional type
determination module 306. For example, the notification
received by the notification receiver module 304 is passed to
or retrieved by the type determination module 306, which
determines the notification type.

In some implementations, the notification type is based at
least in part on the action for which the notification was
received. For example, assume an action for which a notifi-
cation is received is a user commenting on the account own-
er’s thread, in some implementations, the type determination
module 306 determines the notification is of a thread com-
ment type. It will be recognized that the preceding is only one
example of determining a notification type based at least in
part on an action and that other examples exist.

In some implementations, the notification type is based at
least in part on the frequency of the action for which a noti-
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fication is received. For example, assume an action for which
a notification is received is a user commenting on the account
owner’s thread. Also, assume that a user commenting on an
account owner’s thread occurs with high frequency, in some
implementations, the type determination module 306 deter-
mines the notification is a high frequency notification type. It
will be recognized that the preceding is only one example of
determining a notification type based at least in part on fre-
quency and that other examples exist.

In some implementations, the notification type is based at
least in part on whether the action for which a notification is
received is bursty. A bursty action is an action that may or may
not occur frequently, but when the action occurs the action is
generally repeated multiple times in a short period of time.
For example, assume an action for which a notification is
received is a user tagging an account owner in a photograph.
Assume that a user tagging an account owner in a photograph
does not happen frequently; however, when an account owner
is tagged in a photograph the account owner is typically
tagged in one or more additional photographs soon after, in
some implementations, the type determination module 306
determines the notification is a bursty notification type. It will
be recognized that the preceding is merely an example of
determining a notification type based at least in part on bursti-
ness and that other examples exist.

In some implementations, the notification type is based at
least in part on one or more of expected user interest, expected
user action and time sensitivity. For example, assume an
action for which a notification is received is a user indicating
approval of an account owner’s post, in some implementa-
tions, the type determination module 306 determines the noti-
fication is a low interest notification type because a user’s
approval of a post is relatively uninteresting compared to a
user commenting on a post. In another example, assume an
action for which a notification is received is a user sending a
private message to an account owner, in some implementa-
tions, the type determination module 306 determines the noti-
fication is an action type notification because an account
owner generally takes action (e.g. responds) when a private
message is received. In yet another example, assume an
action for which a notification is received is auser sending the
account owner an invite, in some implementations, the type
determination module 306 determines the notification an
invite is a time sensitive type of notification. It will be recog-
nized that the preceding are only examples of determining a
notification type and notification types and that other
examples exist.

In some implementations, the type determination module
306 passes the notification type to the rule application module
310. For example, the type determination module 306 is
communicatively coupled to the rule application module 310
to send the notification type to the rule application module
310. In some implementations, the type determination mod-
ule 306 (or the communication interface 302) stores the noti-
fication type in the storage device 214 (or any other non-
transitory storage medium communicatively accessible). The
other modules of the authentication module 220 including the
rule application module 310 can retrieve the notification type
by accessing the storage device 214 (or other non-transitory
storage medium).

The rule determination module 308 is code and routines for
determining one or more rules defining a send condition for a
digested notification. In some implementations, the rule
determination module 308 is a set of instructions executable
by the processor 206. In some implementations, the rule
determination module 308 is stored in the memory 208 and is
accessible and executable by the processor 206. In either
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implementation, the rule determination module 308 is
adapted for cooperation and communication with the proces-
sor 206, other components of the computing device 200 and
other components of the notification module 220.

The rule determination module 308 determines one or
more rules defining a send condition for a digested notifica-
tion. In some implementations, the one or more rules include
a delay time (DELAY_TIME) and a maximum delay time
(MAX_DELAY). In some implementations, the DELAY_
TIME determines the maximum delay between receiving a
notification and receiving another notification before a send
condition occurs. In some implementations, the DELAY _
TIME beneficially delays sending a digested notification
while notifications continue to be received with some rapidity
thereby reducing the number of notifications received by the
account owner. In some implementations, the MAX_DELAY
determines the maximum delay between receiving a first
notification and a send condition occurring. In some imple-
mentations, the MAX_DELAY beneficially determines that a
digested notification is sent to the account owner even if new
notifications are continuously received with some rapidity. In
some implementations, the MAX_DELAY is longer than the
DELAY_TIME.

In some implementations, the rule determination module
308 determines one or more of the rules based at least in part
on notification type. For example, assume notifications
include bursty and non-bursty notification types. For
example, assume that comments from users on a thread the
account owner is associated with come in bursts, and assume
the notification receiver module 304 receives a notification
responsive to such comments. Also, assume 95% of com-
ments occur 2 hours or less apart, in some implementations,
the rule determination module 308 determines the DE-
LAY_TIME to be 2 hours. In another example, assume noti-
fications include time sensitive notifications and non-time
sensitive notifications, in some implementations, the notifi-
cation receiver module 304 determines one or more of the
DELAY_TIME and MAX DELAY to be zero for the time
sensitive notifications so that they are sent in real time and the
DELAY_TIME and MAX DELAY to be non-zero for the
non-time sensitive notifications. It will be recognized that the
preceding are merely examples of determining one or more
rules based on notification type and that other examples exist.

In some implementations, the rule determination module
308 determines one or more of the rules based at least in part
on one or more preferences. In some implementations, the
one or more preferences include one or more system prefer-
ences. For example, assume a system administrator desires to
reduce the number of notifications sent to account owners to
an absolute minimum, in some implementations, the rule
determination module 308 determines one or more of the
DELAY_TIME and the MAX_DELAY to be longer. For
example, assume that 99% of comments occur 3 hours or less
apart, in some implementations, the rule determination mod-
ule 308 determines the DELAY_TIME to be 3 hours. In
another example, assume a system administrator desires to
reduce the number of notifications sent to account owners
while still keeping account owners engaged, in some imple-
mentations, the rule determination module 308 determines
one or more of the DELAY_TIME and the MAX_DELAY to
be shorter. For example, assume that comment threads last an
average of 8 hours, in some implementations, the rule deter-
mination module 308 determines the MAX_DELAY to be 4
hours so that the account owner is likely to receive a notifi-
cation while the thread is still active. [t will be recognized that
the preceding are merely examples of determining one or
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more rules based at least in part on one or more system
preferences and that other examples exist.

In some implementations, the one or more preferences
include one or more user preferences. For example, in some
implementations, the account owner can access his/her user
settings and select one or more notification settings. For
example, assume the one or more notification settings
includes a slide bar with settings for sending notifications to
the account owner “Rarely,” “Occasionally,” “Often” and “In
Real-time,” in some implementations, the rule determination
module 308 determines one or more of the DELAY TIME
and the MAX_DELAY based on the setting (e.g. the DE-
LAY_TIME and the MAX_DELAY decrease from left to
right). It will be recognized that the preceding is merely an
example of determining one or more rules based at least in
part on one or more user preferences and that other examples
exist.

In some implementations, the rule determination module
308 determines one or more of the rules based at least in part
on the account owner’s user type. In some implementations,
the rule determination module 308 determines one or more
rules based at least in part on the account owner’s self-se-
lected user type. For example, assume the account owner can
self-identify his/her user type by selecting “Power User,”
“Casual User” and “Infrequent User,” in some implementa-
tions, the rule determination module 308 determines one or
more of the DELAY_TIME and the MAX_DELAY based on
the account owner’s selection (e.g. the DELAY_TIME and
the MAX_DELAY increase from left to right). It will be
recognized that the preceding is merely an example of deter-
mining one or more rules based at least in part on the account
owner’s self-selected user type and that other examples exist.

In some implementations, the rule determination module
308 determines the account owner’s user type automatically
and determines one or more rules based at least in part on the
account owner’s user type. For example, assume the rule
determination module 308 determines the average delay
between when a notification is sent to the user and when the
acts upon the notification (e.g. by logging into the service
from which the notification was sent), in some implementa-
tions, the rule determination module 308 determines that the
shorter the delay between the notification and the action the
more active the user (e.g. a Power User type) and therefore the
shorter the DELAY_ TIME and/or MAX_DELAY. It will be
recognized that the preceding is merely an example of deter-
mining one or more rules based at least in part on the account
owner’s automatically determined user type and that other
examples exist.

In some implementations, the rule determination module
308 determines one or more of the rules based at least in part
on a plurality of factors including but not limited to one or
more of a notification type, a preference, a user type, etc. In
some implementations, the rule determination module 308
determines one or more rules based at least in part on the
account owner’s user type and a user preference. For
example, assume the Account Owner A is a “Power User”
type and prefers to be sent notifications “Occasionally” and
Account Owner B is a “Casual User” type and also prefers to
be sent notifications “Occasionally,” in some implementa-
tions, the rule determination module 308 determines one or
more of the DELAY_TIME and the MAX_DELAY based on
the account owners’ user types and preferences. For example,
in some implementations, the rule determination module 308
determines one or more of the DELAY_ TIME and the
MAX_DELAY to be shorter for Account Owner A because
what a “Power User” considers occasional is more frequent
than what a “Casual User” considers often. It will be recog-
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nized that the preceding is merely an example of determining
one or more rules based at least in part on a plurality of factors
and that other examples exist.

In some implementations, the one or more rules deter-
mined by the rule determination module 308 are dynamic. For
example, in some implementations, the rule determination
module 308 periodically determines the characteristics of the
average comment notification type burst and determines one
or more rules according to the characteristics. The character-
istics of the average burst are dynamic in that they may
change over time as user habits and/or user demographics
change; therefore, the one or more rules based at least in part
on the characteristics of the burst are also dynamic. In another
example, one or more of the rules may be dynamically altered
based at least in part on a quiet period (QUIET_PERIOD). In
some implementations, the quiet period refers to the notifica-
tions. For example, assume a QUIET_PERIOD is stored and
refers to the amount of time since a digested notification has
been sent to an account owner or received by the notification
receiver module 304 (depending on the implementation), in
some implementations, the rule determination module 308
setsthe DELAY_TIME using the formula DELAY_TIME=k/
QUIET_PERIOD where k is scalar value (e.g. 1). This for-
mula adjusts the DELAY_TIME inversely to the QUIET_PE-
RIOD such that the longer the quiet period the shorter the
delay and the shorter the quiet period the longer the delay.
Such a formula may beneficially determine delay times that
may reengage low activity users prevent high activity users
from being overwhelmed with notifications. It will be recog-
nized that the preceding are merely examples of determining
one or more dynamic rules and that other examples exist.

In some implementations, one or more of the rules deter-
mined by the rule determination module 308 are predefined.
In some implementations, the one or more pre-defined rules
are based at least in part on one or more of a study and a
survey. For example, assume an online service conducts a
study or a survey and determines that account owners that
select to receive notifications “Occasionally” generally prefer
to receive a notification within 8 hours of an action occurring,
but do not want to receive more than 4 notices a day, in some
implementations, the MAX_DELAY is pre-defined (i.e.
determined) to be 8 hours and the DELAY_TIME is pre-
defined (i.e. determined) to be 6 hours by a system adminis-
trator. In some implementations, the rule determination mod-
ule 308 then determines that those pre-defined rules apply to
Account Owner A because his/her user notification setting is
set to “Occasionally.” It will be recognized that the preceding
is merely an example of pre-defined rules and that other
examples exist.

In some implementations, the rule determination module
308 passes the rules to the rule application module 310. For
example, the rule determination module 308 is communica-
tively coupled to the rule application module 310 to send the
rules to the rule application module 310. In some implemen-
tations, the rule determination module 308 (or the communi-
cation interface 302) stores the rules in the storage device 214
(or any other non-transitory storage medium communica-
tively accessible). The other modules of the notification mod-
ule 220 including the rule application module 310 canretrieve
the rules by accessing the storage device 214 (or other non-
transitory storage medium).

The rule application module 310 is code and routines for
applying the one or more rules and determining when a send
condition for a digested notification has occurred. In some
implementations, the rule application module 310 is a set of
instructions executable by the processor 206. In some imple-
mentations, the rule application module 310 is stored in the
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memory 208 and is accessible and executable by the proces-
sor 206. In either implementation, the rule application mod-
ule 310 is adapted for cooperation and communication with
the processor 206, other components of the computing device
200 and other components of the notification module 220.

The rule application module 310 applies one or more rules
and determines when a send condition for a digested notifi-
cation has occurred. In some implementations, a send condi-
tion occurs when a notification is not received prior to the
expiration of the DELAY_TIME. For example, assume a first
notification is received by the notification receiver engine
304. Also, assume that the rule application module 310
obtains (e.g. receives from the rule determination module 308
or retrieves from the storage device 214) the DELAY_TIME
and MAX_DELAY which are 20 minutes and 4 hours,
respectively. In some implementations, the rule application
module 310 determines a send condition has occurred when a
second notification is not received within 20 minutes of the
first notification. It will be recognized that the preceding is
merely an example of a send condition occurring when a
notification is not received prior to the expiration of a
DELAY_TIME and that other examples exist.

In some implementations, a send condition occurs when
the MAX_DELAY is reached. For example, assume a first
notification is received by the notification receiver engine 304
at noon. Also, assume that the DELAY_TIME and
MAX_DELAY are determined by the rule determination
module 308 to be 20 minutes and 4 hours, respectively, and
that a notification is being received by the notification
receiver engine approximately every 15 minutes (i.e. less than
the DELAY_TIME) from noon to 3:45 PM and from 4:01 PM
to 7:46 PM.

In some implementations, the rule application module 310
determines a send condition occurs when the MAX_DELAY
is reached at 4 PM (i.e. 4 hours after the first notification that
was received at noon). In some implementations, when a send
condition occurs, the rule application module 310 resets one
or more of the DELAY TIME and MAX_DELAY. For
example, in the above example, in some implementations, the
rule application module 310 resets the MAX_DELAY
responsive to receiving the first notification after the previous
send condition (i.e. the 4:01 PM notification), and the rule
application module 310 determines that a send condition
occurs at 8:01 PM (i.e. 4 hours after the first notification at
4:10 PM). It will be recognized that the preceding are merely
examples of a send condition occurring when a MAX_DE-
LAY is reached and that other examples exist.

In some implementations, the rule application module 310
applies the one or more rules and determining when a send
condition has occurred based at least in part on notification
type. For example, assume a first notification having a first
type is received by the notification receiver engine 304 at 9:00
AM and a second notification of a second type is received at
9:15 AM. Also, assume that the DELAY_TIME and
MAX_DELAY for the first type of notification are deter-
mined by the rule determination module 308 to be 20 minutes
and 4 hours, respectively. In some implementations, the rule
application module 310 determines a send condition has
occurs at 9:20 AM because the second notification is of a
different type than the first notification and therefore the rule
application module 310 does not reset the DELAY_TIME
when the second notification is received within 20 minutes of
the first notification. It will be recognized that the preceding is
merely an example of applying the one or more rules and
determining when a send condition has occurred based at
least in part on notification type and that other examples exist.
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In some implementations, when the rule application mod-
ule 310 determines that a send condition has occurred, the
rule application module 310 prompts the notification diges-
tion module 312 to digest one or more of the notification
received prior to the send condition and send a digested noti-
fication. The prompt is occasionally referred to herein as a
“send signal.”

In some implementations, the rule application module 310
passes the send signal to the notification digestion module
312. For example, the rule application module 310 is com-
municatively coupled to the notification digestion module
312 to send the send signal to the notification digestion mod-
ule 312. In some implementations, the rule application mod-
ule 310 (or the communication interface 302) stores the send
signal in the storage device 214 (or any other non-transitory
storage medium communicatively accessible). The other
modules of the notification module 220 including the notifi-
cation digestion module 312 can retrieve the send signal by
accessing the storage device 214 (or other non-transitory
storage medium).

The notification digestion module 312 is code and routines
for digesting one or more notifications received prior to a send
condition and sending a digested notification to the account
owner. In some implementations, the notification digestion
module 312 is a set of instructions executable by the proces-
sor 206. In some implementations, the notification digestion
module 312 is stored in the memory 208 and is accessible and
executable by the processor 206. In either implementation,
the notification digestion module 312 is adapted for coopera-
tion and communication with the processor 206, other com-
ponents of the computing device 200 and other components
of the authentication module 220.

The notification digestion module 312 digests one or more
notifications received prior to a send condition and sends a
digested notification to the account owner. The digestion
performed by the notification digestion module 312 is occa-
sionally referred to as “dynamic” because the digestion is not
scheduled for a fixed time or interval (e.g. every Thursday at
9 AM). Rather, the digestion time is dynamic because it
depends on one or more rules (e.g. the DELAY_TIME and
MAX_DELAY) and the timing of the one or more received
notifications (e.g. whether another notification is received
within the TIME_DELAY).

In some implementations, the notification digestion mod-
ule 312 digests one or more notifications received between
the time of the first notification to the time of the second send
condition, inclusive. As used herein, a first notification occa-
sionally refers to the first notification received after a digested
notification has been sent. For example, assume a digested
notification is sent after six notifications are received then a
seventh notification is received, in some implementations,
that seventh notification is a first notification. It will be rec-
ognized that the preceding is merely an example of a first
notification and that other examples exist.

In some implementations, the notification digestion mod-
ule 312 digests one or more notifications based at least in part
on notification type. For example, assume notifications that a
user has tagged the account owner in photographs (i.e. a first
type of notification) and that a user has commented on a post
associated with the user (i.e. a second type of notification) are
received. Also, assume that a send condition has occurred for
the photograph tagging (e.g. the photo tagging burst is over)
while users continue to comment on the post (e.g. the com-
menting burst continues). In some implementations, the noti-
fication digestion module 312 digests the one or more photo-
graph tagging notifications when the send condition for the
first type of notification (i.e. photograph tagging) occurs, and
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digests the one or more comment notifications when the send
condition for the second type of notification (i.e. commenting
on a post) occurs. Therefore, in some implementations, the
account owner receives separate digested notifications for
each notification type. A first digested notification for the
photograph tagging burst and a second digested notification
for the commenting burst. It will be recognized that the pre-
ceding is merely an example of digesting one or more notifi-
cations received based at least in part on notification type and
that other examples exist.

In some implementations, notification digestion module
312 digests one or more notifications regardless of notifica-
tion type. For example, assume again that notifications that a
user has tagged the account owner in photographs (i.e. a first
type of notification) and that a user has commented on a post
associated with the user (i.e. a second type of notification) are
received. Also, assume that a send condition has occurred for
the photograph tagging (e.g. the photo tagging burst is over)
while users continue to comment on the post (e.g. the com-
menting burst continues). In some implementations, the noti-
fication digestion module 312 digests the one or more photo-
graph tagging notifications and the commenting notifications
received prior to the send condition for the first type of noti-
fication (i.e. photograph tagging). Therefore, in some imple-
mentations, the account owner receives at least two digested
notifications according to this example. A first digested noti-
fication for the photograph tagging burst and comments prior
to the first send condition and a second digested notification
for the comment notifications after the first send condition. It
will be recognized that the preceding is merely an example of
digesting one or more notifications received regardless of
notification type and that other examples exist.

In some implementations, the digested notification
includes a summary of the one or more digested notifications.
In some implementations, a summary of the one or more
digested notifications include but are not limited to one or
more of the type(s) of the one or more digested notifications
(e.g. “A user tagged you in a photograph.”), a total of the
number of digested notification (e.g., “You’ve received 7
notifications.”), a subtotal of the number of digested notifica-
tions based at least on type (e.g. “You’ve been tagged in a
photo 3 times and have received 4 messages.”), whether more
notifications are pending or expected, in some implementa-
tions, the notification may include “You’ve received 15 noti-
fications but expect more.”), etc. It will be recognized that the
preceding are merely examples of a summary and a digested
notification and that other examples exist.

In some implementations, the notification digestion mod-
ule 312 sends the digested notification for display to the
account owner. Examples of sending a digested notification
include but are not limited to sending a digested notification
via e-mail, short message service (SMS) text, push notifica-
tion, etc. It will be recognized that the preceding are merely
examples of sending a digested notification and that other
examples exist.

FIG. 4 illustrates example notification timelines 400a and
4005 and operations of the notification module 220 according
to one or more implementations. It will be recognized that the
timelines 400a and 4006 are merely examples of timelines
and that other timelines exist. Moreover, it will be recognized
that the following scenarios discussed in reference to the
timelines 400a and 40056 are merely examples provided for
simplicity and clarity and not intended to be all-inclusive of
the functionality of the notification module 220.

Timeline 400q illustrates an example of an implementation
in which a send condition is sent at time T1 responsive to the
rule application module 310 determining that a notification
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has not been received within the DELAY_TIME1 as deter-
mined by the rule determination module 308. As illustrated,
the notification receiver module 304 receives the other noti-
fications A2-5 within the MAX_DELAY1 time determined
by the rule determination module 306 as measured from the
time of the first notification Al. Therefore, the rule applica-
tion module 310 does not send a digested notification respon-
sive to the MAX_DELAY1 being reached. Rather, in the
illustrated implementation, the rule application module 310
determines that a send condition occurs because the time
between the fourth notification A4 and the fifth notification
AS exceeds the DELAY_TIME1. Therefore, at time T1 the
notification digestion module 312 is prompted to digest the
first four notifications A1-4 and send the digested notification
to the account owner. In some implementations, the fifth
notification A5 is then the first notification for a subsequent
digested notification and the rule application module 310
resets one or more of the MAX_DELAY1 and DELAY
TIME1 accordingly (not shown).

Timeline 4005 illustrates an example of an implementation
in which a send condition is sent at time T2 responsive to a
determination by the rule application module 310 that the
MAX_DELAY2 time as determined by the rule determina-
tion module 308 has been reached. As illustrated, the notifi-
cation receiver module 304 received notification B2 within
the DELAY_TIME2 of notification B1, notification B3
within the DELAY_TIME2 of notification B2, notification
B4 within the DELAY_TIME2 of notification B3, and noti-
fication B5 within the DELAY_TIME2 of notification B4.
Therefore, the rule application module 310 does not send a
digested notification responsive to a notification not being
received within DELAY_TIME?2. Rather, in the illustrated
implementation, the rule application module 310 determines
that a send condition occurs responsive to the MAX_DE-
LAY?2 being reached. Therefore, at time T2 the notification
digestion module 312 is prompted to digest the first four
notifications B1-4 and send the digested notification to the
account owner. In some implementations, the fifth notifica-
tion B5 is then the first notification for a subsequent digested
notification and the rule application module 310 resets one or
more of the MAX_DELAY?2 and DELAY_TIME2 accord-
ingly (not shown).

In some implementations, timeline 4004 and 4005 are con-
current; however, notifications A1-5 are of a first notification
type and associated with DELAY_TIME1 and MAX_DE-
LAY1 as determined by the rule determination engine 308,
and notifications B1-5 are of a second notification type and
associated with DELAY TIME2 and MAX_DELAY?2 as
determined by the rule determination engine 308. As illus-
trated, notification Bl is received at a time delta T after
notification Al is received, and the send condition at time T1
precedes the send condition at time T2. In some implemen-
tations, the notification and digestion module 312 digests the
one or more notifications received prior to a send condition
regardless of notification type, so the notification and diges-
tion module 312 digests notifications A1-4 and B1-4 at time
T1. In some implementations, the notification and digestion
module 312 digests the one or more notifications received
prior to a send condition based at least in part on notification
type, so the notification and digestion module 312 digests
notifications A1-4 at time T1 and digests notifications B1-4
separately at time T2.

FIG. 7 illustrates an example of a storage device 214 stor-
ing user data 700. In some implementations, the user data 700
includes user notification rules 7304 and otheruser data 730z.
In some implementations, the user notification rules 730a
include one or more of rules 750q, notification type based



US 9,325,655 B1

19

rules 7505, user type based rules 750¢ and other rules 750x. It
will be recognized that the preceding 750a-7507 are merely
examples of user notification rules 730a and that the user
notification rules 730a may include more, less or different
rules 750a-7507 depending upon the implementation.

As illustrated, in some implementations, the notification
type based rules 7505 includes one or more delay times 770a-
770r and maximum delay times 772a-z. It will be recognized
that although the notification type based rules 7505 is shown
including a data structure including one or more delay times
770a-770n and maximum delay times 772a-n, the other rules,
e.g., rules 750q, user type based rules 750c¢, other rules 750z,
may include the same or similar data structures and similar
data.

In some implementations, the user data 700 includes data
belonging to account owner User A 710q. In this example,
User A’s data 710qa includes data for the User A’s profile
720a, user settings 7205 as well as other data 720» associated
with User A. In some implementations, the user settings data
7205 includes data regarding notification settings 740a and
other user settings 740%. In some implementations, the noti-
fication settings 740qa include one or more delay times 780a-
7807 and maximum delay times 782a-#. In some implemen-
tations, the user associated data 7207 includes a user type
760n and other user associated data 760x.

It will be recognized that although User A’s data 7104 is
shown including a data structure including multiple other
types of data, the data for other users, e.g., User B’s data 7106
and User N’s data 7107, may include the same or similar data
structures and data. It will be further recognized that the
preceding is merely an example of the kind of data and data
structure possible in a storage device 214 and that other
examples exist. For example, in some implementations, the
data structure may be different and/or include more, less,
different or other data types and categories.

FIGS. 5 and 6 depict various methods 500, 600 performed
by the system described above in reference to FIGS. 1-3 and
6. Steps that are optional or performed by optional modules
are depicted in dashed boxes.

FIG. 5is a flow chart illustrating a method 500 for dynami-
cally digesting one or more user notifications based at least in
parton one or more rules according to some implementations.
A notification can be received by the notification receiver
module 304 of the notification module 220 (not shown). At
step 502, the optional type determination module 306 deter-
mines the type of the notification received by the notification
receiver module. At step 504, the rule application module 310
obtains the relevant rules, for example, in some implementa-
tions, the rule application module 310 obtains a delay time at
step 508 and a max delay time at step 510. At step 512, the rule
application module 310 sets the maximum delay time.

At step 514, the rule application module 310 sets the delay
time and waits the delay time. At step 516, the rule application
module 310 determines whether another notification was
received within the delay time. Ifthe rule application module
310 determines that another notification is not received within
the delay time (516-No), the rule application module 310
determines that a send condition has occurred and the notifi-
cation digestion module 312 digests one or more notifications
preceding the send condition and sends a digested notification
atstep 518. If the rule application module 310 determines that
another notification is received within the delay time (516-
Yes), depending on the implementation, the rule application
module 310 determines whether the another notification is of
the same type at step 520 or determines whether the maxi-
mum delay is reached at step 522.
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In some implementations, the method continues at step
520. If the rule application module 310 determines that
another notification is not of the same type (520-No), the rule
application module 310 determines that a send condition has
occurred and the notification digestion module 312 digests
one or more notifications preceding the send condition and
sends a digested notification at step 518.

Ifthe rule application module 310 determines that another
notification is of the same type (520-Yes) or if the optional
step 520 is skipped, the method continues at step 522. At step
522, rule application module 310 determines whether the
maximum delay has been reached. If the rule application
module 310 determines that maximum delay has been
reached (522-Yes), the rule application module 310 deter-
mines that a send condition has occurred and the notification
digestion module 312 digests one or more notifications pre-
ceding the send condition and sends a digested notification at
step 518. If the rule application module 310 determines that
maximum delay has not been reached (522-No), the rule
application module 310 resets the delay time at step 514 and
steps 514-522 are repeated until a send condition occurs and
the notification digestion module 312 digests one or more
notifications preceding the send condition and sends a
digested notification at step 518.

FIG. 6 is a flow chart illustrating another method 600 for
dynamically digesting one or more user notifications based at
least in part on one or more rules according to another imple-
mentation. A notification is received by the notification
receiver module 304 of the notification module 220 (not
shown). At step 602, the optional type determination module
306 determines the type of the notification received by the
notification receiver module. At step 604, the rule application
module 310 obtains the relevant rules, for example, in some
implementations, the rule application module 310 obtains the
account owner’s user type at step 606 and a delay time based
at least in part on the account owner’s user type at step 608
and a max delay time based at least in part on the account
owner’s usertype at step 610. At step 612, the rule application
module 310 sets the maximum delay time.

At step 614, the rule application module 310 sets the delay
time and waits the delay time. At step 616, the rule application
module 310 determines whether another notification was
received within the delay time. If the rule application module
310 determines that another notification is not received within
the delay time (616-No), the rule application module 310
determines that a send condition has occurred and the notifi-
cation digestion module 312 digests one or more notifications
preceding the send condition and sends a digested notification
atstep 618. Ifthe rule application module 310 determines that
another notification is received within the delay time (616-
Yes), depending on the implementation, the rule application
module 310 determines whether the another notification is of
the same type at step 620 or determines whether the maxi-
mum delay is reached at step 622.

In some implementations, the method continues at step
620. If the rule application module 310 determines that
another notification is not of the same type (620-No), the rule
application module 310 determines that a send condition has
occurred and the notification digestion module 312 digests
one or more notifications preceding the send condition and
sends a digested notification at step 618.

Ifthe rule application module 310 determines that another
notification is of the same type (620-Yes) or if the optional
step 620 is skipped, the method continues at step 622. At step
622, rule application module 310 determines whether the
maximum delay has been reached. If the rule application
module 310 determines that maximum delay has been
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reached (622-Yes), the rule application module 310 deter-
mines that a send condition has occurred and the notification
digestion module 312 digests one or more notifications pre-
ceding the send condition and sends a digested notification at
step 618. If the rule application module 310 determines that
maximum delay has not been reached (622-No), the rule
application module 310 resets the delay time at step 614 and
steps 614-622 are repeated until a send condition occurs and
the notification digestion module 312 digests one or more
notifications preceding the send condition and sends a
digested notification at step 618.

The foregoing description of the implementations has been
presented for the purposes of illustration and description. It is
not intended to be exhaustive or to limit the present imple-
mentations to the precise forms disclosed. Many modifica-
tions and variations are possible in light of the above teaching.
Itis intended that the scope of the present implementations be
limited not by this detailed description, but rather by the
claims of this application. As will be understood by those
familiar with the art, the present implementations may take
other specific forms without departing from the spirit or
essential characteristics thereof. Likewise, the particular
naming and division of the modules, routines, features,
attributes, methodologies and other aspects are not manda-
tory or significant, and the mechanisms that implement some
implementations or its features may have different names,
divisions and/or formats. Furthermore, as will be apparent,
the modules, routines, features, attributes, methodologies and
other aspects of the implementations can be implemented as
software, hardware, firmware or any combination of the
three. Also, wherever a component, an example of which is a
module, is implemented as software, the component can be
implemented as a standalone program, as part of a larger
program, as a plurality of separate programs, as a statically or
dynamically linked library, as a kernel loadable module, as a
device driver, and/or in every and any other way known now
or in the future. Additionally, the implementations are in no
way limited to implementation in any specific programming
language, or for any specific operating system or environ-
ment. Accordingly, the disclosure is intended to be illustra-
tive, but not limiting, of the scope, which is set forth in the
following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A computer-implemented method comprising:

receiving a first notification in response to an action from a

first user;

determining a type for the first notification;

obtaining rules for determining a send condition, the rules

include a delay time based at least in part on a user type
of the first user;

receiving a second notification;

determining whether the second notification is of a same

type as the first notification;

responsive to the second notification being of the same

type, determining whether the delay time has been
reached; and

responsive to the delay time being reached, determining

the send condition has occurred and digesting the first
and second notification received based at least in part on
the type of notification prior to the send condition.

2. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein
the type of notification is based at least in part on the action
from the first user.

3. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein
the type of notification is based at least in part on one or more
of'expected interest of the first user, expected user action, and
time sensitivity.
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4. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, further
comprising:

determining an average delay parameter between the first

notification and the second notification.

5. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, further
comprising:

determining a max delay time based as least in part on the

user type of the first user; and

setting the delay time as the max delay time.

6. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein
the delay time is determined based on notification settings
associated with a profile of the first user.

7. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, further
comprising:

responsive to the first and second notification not being

received during the delay time, queuing the first and
second notification for a send condition that will occur
when the delay time is satisfied.

8. A computer program product comprising a tangible non-
transitory computer readable medium encoding instructions
that, in response to execution by a computing device, cause
the computing device to perform operations comprising:

receiving a first notification in response to an action from a

first user;

determining a type for the first notification;

obtaining rules for determining a send condition, the rules

include a delay time based at least in part on a user type
of the first user;

receiving a second notification;

determining whether the second notification is of a same

type as the first notification;

responsive to the second notification being of the same

type, determining whether the delay time has been
reached; and

responsive to the delay time being reached, determining

the send condition has occurred and digesting the first
and second notification received based at least in part on
the type of notification prior to the send condition.

9. The computer program product of claim 8, wherein the
type of notification is based at least in part on the action from
the first user.

10. The computer program product of claim 8, wherein the
type of notification is based at least in part on one or more of
expected interest of the first user, expected user action, and
time sensitivity.

11. The computer program product of claim 8, further
comprising:

determining an average delay parameter between the first

notification and the second notification.

12. The computer program product of claim 8, further
comprising:

determining a max delay time based as least in part on the

user type of the first user; and

setting the delay time as the max delay time.

13. The computer program product of claim 8, wherein the
delay time is determined based on notification settings asso-
ciated with a profile of the first user.

14. A system comprising:

one or more memories; and

one or more memories storing instructions that, when

executed by the one or more processors, cause the sys-
tem to:

receive a first notification in response to an action from a

first user;

determine a type for the first notification;
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obtain rules for determining a send condition, the rules
include a delay time based at least in part on a user type
of the first user;
receive a second notification;
determine whether the second notification is of a same type
as the first notification;
responsive to the second notification being of the same
type, determine whether the delay time has been
reached; and
responsive to the delay time being reached, determine the
send condition has occurred and digesting the first and
second notification received based at least in part on the
type of notification prior to the send condition.
15. The system of claim 14, wherein the type of notification
is based at least in part on the action from the first user.
16. The system of claim 14, wherein the type of notification
is based at least in part on one or more of expected interest of
the first user, expected user action, and time sensitivity.
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17. The system of claim 14, further comprising:

determining an average delay parameter between the first
notification and the second notification.

18. The system of claim 14, further comprising:

determining a max delay time based as least in part on the
user type of the first user; and

setting the delay time as the max delay time.
19. The system of claim 14, wherein the delay time is

1o determined based on notification settings associated with a

profile of the first user.
20. The system of claim 14, further comprising:

responsive to the first and second notification not being
received during the delay time, queuing the first and
second notification for a send condition that will occur
when the delay time is satisfied.
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